** CURTIS "

keep the sexes apart, and police making arrests for omissions
to wear blinkers. " Freddie " Mead, as he is affectionately
known to all who know him, did not " go." Years later
he retired from the Bench which he had adorned since
1889, an aged man, but in full vigour of mind and spirit
The Court at which he sat for many years, Marlborough
Street, is, by reason of the district within its jurisdiction,
apt to be visited more frequently than other police courts,
by people of note, and any mistakes which a magistrate
may make there attract more publicity, and therefore more
blame, from the Public Press than when they take place
elsewhere,

" It is an outrage I " wrote James Douglas in the Sunday
Express. " The villain in a melodrama always wears even-
ing dress and has a name like Almeric Fitzroy 1 " And the
Pink *Un reported that the latest cry from the nursery
was : " Don't go into Hyde Park, Daddy 1 "

It was generally admitted that Hyde Park was immoral,
but there is little danger in saying that had Sir Almeric not
succeeded in his appeal a storm would have arisen through-
out the country that would have eclipsed his preliminary
" acquittal" by newspapers. Long years before, when
Curtis was first briefed in a " HydeJPark Case," he said that
he had been advised by his father never to cross the Park
at night. As the Park Regulations were read by Sir Edward
Marshall-Hall fpr^the respondent at the Appeal Court, it^did
apgear^that Sir Almeric had been guilty of a technical offence
injpeaking to a woman, but the whole country demanded
that a common-sense view should be taken of such cases,
and that a man who was actually walking to meet his wife
by appointment should not be convicted.